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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to update members on planning performance.  It is an 

information item setting out a range of planning performance data for the second 
quarter of 2022/23, it includes figures for the previous quarter for comparison.   

 
 
2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
2.1 Table 1 below shows the planning performance figures for the previous two quarters.  

The target for 2022/23 was unchanged from the previous year and is to deal with 
90% of Minors and Others and 85% of Majors within the relevant statutory 8 or 13-
week period, or within an agreed extension of time.   
 
Table 1 Planning Applications Determined 

 % determined 

including with 

extension of time 

Target No. determined 

with extension of 

time 

Total no. 

determined 

Q2 2022/23 
Majors 80% 85% 4 5 
Minors 77% 90% 13 25 
Others 73% 90% 88 171 
Total     
Q1 2022/23 

Majors 100% 85% 3 7 

Minors 70% 90% 22 33 

Others 83% 90% 98 140 

Total   123 180 

 
2.2 Table 2 below shows how many applications were on hand at the beginning and end 

of each of the last two quarters. 
 

  



Table 2 Applications on Hand 
Quarter On hand at beginning of 

period 

On hand at end of 

period 

Change 

Q2 2022/23 487 426 -61 
Q1 2022/23 451 487 +36 

 
2.3 The data show that performance on major applications has declined from the 100% 

achieved in quarter 1 and is slightly below the 85% target.  However, it should be 
noted that this is the result of a single application going over time in the quarter.  
Performance on minor applications at 77% for the quarter has not met the 90% target 
but is an improvement on the 70% achieved in the previous quarter.  The 
performance on other applications at 73% for the quarter has also not met the 90% 
target and in this case the figures for other applications also represent a lower 
performance than for quarter 1.   

 
2.4 The figures for minors and others continue to reflect the relatively high caseloads and 

resourcing issues being faced by the planning division and within the various 
consultees that input to the planning function including those providing tree, transport 
and drainage advice.  It is also an issue within local authority planning departments 
generally with many having significant numbers of agency staff.   

 
2.5 It is, however, notable that the number of cases in hand has reduced during the 

quarter from 487 to 426.  While this remains a historically high level, there does 
appear to be a lowering in the numbers of application being received over recent 
weeks so it is hoped that this will in time feed through into further reductions in cases 
on hand and performance improvements.  

 
 
3. PLANNING ENFORCEMENT 
 
3.1 Table 3 shows the number of enforcement cases opened, closed and on hand in the 

latest quarter along with the same figures for the previous quarter. 
 

Table 3 Enforcement Caseload 
Quarter Opened in Period Closed in Period On hand at end of period 

Q2 2022/23 52 54 122 
Q1 2022/23 53 48 124 

  
3.2 The table above shows that, the number of cases open has reduced by 2 over the 

quarter.  This has reversed the trend of increasing numbers over the previous 2 
quarters, though remains above the target of 100 or fewer live cases.   

 
3.3 Table 4 shows the numbers of current enforcement cases that are over 6, 12 and 18 

months old. 
 



 
 
Table 4 Older Enforcement Cases 

 Q2 2022/23 Q1 2022/23 Change Change %  

Current cases over 6 
months old 

80 69 +11 +13.7%  

Current cases over 12 
months old 

49 44 +5 +10.2%  

Current cases over 18 
months old 

29 23 +6 +20.7%  

 
3.4 Table 4 above shows that, over the previous quarter there has been an increase 

generally in the numbers of older cases across all categories.  This partly reflects 
previous higher caseloads in the section and the officer time spent on planning 
enforcement appeal work.  It also partly reflects that a large number of older cases 
are the subject of live planning applications and are not closed until the outcome of 
the application process is known.  This affects a significant proportion of the current 
cases on hand, and it is anticipated that the determination of a number of such 
applications in the coming quarter should help to improve these figures for quarter 3.  
The team continues to deal with enquiries which have not resulted in the creation of 
an enforcement case but have needed to be investigated and responded to 
appropriately. 

3.5  The cases are regularly monitored and action is prioritised in accordance with the 
Local Enforcement Plan.  There have been some successes during the quarter such 
as those shown in the following photographs. 

  



CASE STUDY 

3.6 These photos show enforcement cases successfully resolved during the quarter. 
 
Case 1 - 9 Market Street in Bracknell – unauthorised erection of advertisements (banners) 
 
Before – 
 

 
 
After – 

 
 
 

 
  



Case 2 - 16 Kenton Close –unauthorised retaining wall and fence along pathway 
 
Before – 
 

 
 
After – Wall is currently being removed after a protracted effort – it will also be re-soiled and 
seeded to be reinstated as amenity land. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
4. PLANNING APPEALS 
 
4.1 The table below summarises the numbers of appeals determined during the quarter, 

the numbers allowed and dismissed and the percentage dismissed with the same 
figures for the previous quarter and for the full year for comparison.   

 
Table 5  Planning Appeal Decisions 

 Decisions Allowed Dismissed % Dismissed Target 

Q2 2022/23 12 3 9 75% 66% 
Q1 2022/23 6 4 2 33% 66% 

 
4.2 Twice as many appeal decisions were received in the second quarter compared to 

the first.  Planning appeals performance for the second quarter exceeded the target 
of 66% with 9 out of 12 appeal decisions being dismissals (75%).  This is a significant 
improvement on the figures for the first quarter. 

 
4.3 An important decision received in the quarter was for Home Farm, Forest Rd, West 

End, Warfield.  This was an application for 197 new homes and a convenience store 
on land within the countryside and included a proposed new roundabout access off 
Forest Road.  The application had been refused under delegated powers in 
November 2021.   

 
4.4  In dismissing the appeal the inspector agreed with the Council’s landscape evidence 

on the sensitivity of the site and the effects of the proposal on the character of Forest 
Road.  He also found that safe pedestrian and cycle access had not been 
demonstrated by the proposal.  In balancing the benefits and disbenefits of the 
scheme he stated: 

 
“Put shortly, this would be a development in the wrong place, divorced from the 
existing urban area, and without sufficient benefits to overcome the clear harms 
identified and the conflict with the development plan, even allowing for reduced 
weight to the conflict in some of the policy areas as a result of inconsistency with the 
NPPF or application of the tilted balance.”    

 
4.5 The allowed appeals included White Gates, Mushroom Castle, Winkfield Row.  In this 

case a retrospective application to change the location of two dormer windows on a 
previously approved garage building was refused by the planning committee against 
the officer’s recommendation.   

 
4.6 In allowing the appeal the inspector found that, due to their size and relationship with 

neighbouring properties, the dormer windows were not overbearing.  The inspector 
also found that there was no unacceptable degree of overlooking, particularly taking 
account of existing vegetation.  The decision also quashed an enforcement notice 
that had been served on the property following the refusal of planning permission.  

 
 
 
5. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) AND S106 PAYMENTS 
 



5.1 Table 6 below shows the total value of the CIL liability notices issued (normally 
issued with, or just after, a planning permission).  It also shows the value of CIL 
demand notices issued (normally issued just prior to commencement of a 
development).  The final column shows the amount of CIL actually received by the 
Council.  The CIL received is the gross amount before the Parish and Town Council 
proportions and the administrative allowance are deducted.   

 
 Table 6  Community Infrastructure Levy 

 
CIL Liabilities Issued CIL Demand Notices 

Issued 

CIL Received 

 No. Net Amount No. Net Amount Gross Amount 

Q2 2022/23 8 £1,752,616 7 £1,385,559 £1,161,694 
Q1 2022/23 16 £4,301,713 6 £1,358,999 £1,581,254 

 
 
5.2 Table 6 shows that CIL receipts were somewhat lower than those for the first quarter 

of 2022/23.  Overall though the income is very satisfactory for the year to date.  While 
the amount in liabilities issued was significantly lower than for the previous quarter, it 
does show that for the year to date we have a continuing pipeline of infrastructure 
funding from this source.  The short term prospects are good with a modest increase 
in the value of demand notices issued.   

 
 Table 7  Amounts Secured and Received via S106 Agreements 

  S106 2020/21 Amount secured in s106 
Agreements  

Amount received from s106 
Agreements  

Q2 2022/23 £2,478,999 £1,038,236 

Q1 2022/23 £2,173,299 £412,075 

 

5.3 Table 7 shows that the amounts of S106 funding secured in new agreements 
increased from the previous quarter as did the amount received via S106 
agreements.   

 
6. RECOMMENDATION 
 
6.1  It is recommended that Members note the information contained in this report. 
 

Contact for further information 
Max Baker, Assistant Director: Planning 
Tel: 01344 351902 
max.baker@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 

mailto:max.baker@bracknell-forest.gov.uk

